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Latigo Trailhead 

The Latigo Trailhead is located within Malibu. According to the City LCP, the property is 
designated and zoned Rural Residential (RR) and is generally surrounded by large lot 
residential properties also designated and zoned Rural Residential (RR). The Latigo 
Trailhead property was previously used for single family residential development as 
evidenced by remnant concrete and iron work.  There is no active or proposed agriculture 
adjacent or in the larger vicinity.  
 
There are no soils categorized by the DOC as prime farmland, farmland of statewide or 
local importance or unique farmland either within the Latigo Trailhead property or on 
adjacent or surrounding properties. All of the soils within and surrounding the property 
have been classified by the DOC as Other Land (Figure 5.2-1). The only other type of 
DOC land classification within the larger vicinity of the Park is Urban and Built Up Land. 
These classifications demonstrate that these lands and are not suitable for agricultural 
production. 
 

Corral Canyon Park 

The southernmost portion of Corral Canyon Park is located within the City of Malibu and 
according to the City’s LCP is designated and zoned Public Open Space (POS), while upper 
Corral Canyon extends into Los Angeles County and is designated Mountain Land and is 
zoned Heavy Agriculture in the County’s Coastal LUP.  Despite the agricultural zoning of 
the Park in Los Angeles County, there is no active agricultural activity occurring on any of 
the Corral Canyon Park lands. The Park is maintained as public open space and used for 
recreation with trails and limited trailhead facilities and no major infrastructure. 
 
Land adjacent to the southerly portion of Corral Canyon Park in Malibu is bounded by 
areas designated and zoned either: Rural Residential (RR), Recreational Vehicular Park 
(RVP) or Commercial Neighborhood (CN) in the LCP.  Land adjacent to upper Corral 
Canyon in the County is designated either Mountain Land or Rural Land, and zoned Heavy 
Agriculture (A-2) per the County’s Coastal LUP.   
 
As discussed above, there is no active agriculture on any lands within the Park, nor is there 
agriculture adjacent to or in the vicinity of Corral Canyon Park. All of the soils within the 
Park are categorized by California DOC as Other Land (Figure 5.2-1). Adjacent to the Park, 
the land is classified either as Urban and Built Up Land, or as Other Land. These 
classifications demonstrate that these lands and are not suitable for agricultural production. 
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Malibu Bluffs Conservancy Property 

Malibu Bluffs is located entirely within Malibu and is designated and zoned Public Open 
Space (POS) according to the City’s LCP. The property is located at the intersection of 
Pacific Coast Highway and Malibu Canyon Road adjacent to the City of Malibu’s Bluffs Park. 
The Malibu Bluffs property is maintained as public open space and used for recreation with 
trails and no major infrastructure.  Adjacent property west of the property is designated 
and zoned Rural Residential (RR) per the City’s LCP. Property east of the property is 
designated and zoned Public Open Space (POS), Planned Development (PD), and Single 
Family Medium (SFM) residential per the City’s LCP.  Malibu Bluffs is bound by Pacific Coast 
Highway and Pepperdine University to the north and Malibu Road to the south. A strip of 
shoreline development just beyond Malibu Road to the south is designated and zoned Single 
Family Medium (SFM) residential under the City’s LCP. 
 
None of the adjacent properties or the properties in the wider vicinity of Malibu Bluffs is 
used for active agriculture, and none has an underlying agricultural designation or zoning. 
Moreover, all of the soils within this portion of Malibu are categorized by the DOC as 
Other Land and are adjacent to and surrounded by land classified as either Other Land or 
Urban and Built Up Land (Figure 5.2-1).  These classifications demonstrate that these lands 
and are not suitable for agricultural production. 
 

Trail System 

Existing and proposed trail corridors are subject to a variety of land use and zoning 
designations including Rural Residential, Mountain Land, Parks, Agriculture, Commercial and 
Public Open Space. As discussed above for each of the Plan’s parklands, there is no active 
agriculture on lands within or adjacent to any of the parks; nor are there soils suitable for 
agriculture within or adjacent to the parks. All of the soils within, adjacent to, and between 
the park areas are categorized by California DOC as either Urban and Built Up or Other 
Land (Figure 5.2-1).  Therefore, the trails meandering within and between the parks do not 
and would not occur on lands with active agriculture; nor are there soils suitable for 
agriculture within or adjacent to the exiting and proposed trail corridors. 
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5.2.2 Impact Analysis 

Methodology and Thresholds of Significance 

In accordance with Appendix G of the CEQA Guidelines, the proposed Plan would have a 
significant impact to agricultural resources if it would: 
 
a) Convert Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or Farmland of Statewide Importance 

(Farmland), as shown on the maps prepared pursuant to the Farmland Mapping and 
Monitoring Program of the California Resources Agency, to non-agricultural use; 

 
b) Conflict with existing zoning for agricultural use, or a Williamson Act contract; or 
 
c) Involve other changes in the existing environment which, due to their location or 

nature, could result in conversion of Farmland, to non-agricultural use. 
 
Within other impact analysis sections contained within this EIR, the analysis associated with 
the Plan use of Ramirez Canyon Park is based on two different environmental baseline 
scenarios—Recreation/ Administration and Vacant Residential (refer to Section 3.0, 
Environmental Setting).  The impacts of the Plan’s implementation on agricultural resources 
would, however, be similar under either environmental baseline.  Therefore, the impact 
analysis and discussion presented below should be considered applicable to both the 
Recreation/ Administration and Vacant Residential baselines. 
 

Project Impacts  

Impact AG-1: Implementation of the proposed Plan’s improvements 
would not result in the conversion of State designated or 
other farmland to non-agricultural use, nor would the Plan 
conflict with existing agricultural zoning or Williamson Act 
contracts. Therefore, impacts to agricultural resources 
would be considered less than significant.  

 
As discussed above, all of the Plan’s parks and associated trail and other facility 
improvement sites would occur on and adjacent to lands that do not currently support 
agricultural activities. In addition, the majority of the Plan’s parks and associated trail and 
other facility improvement sites would occur on and adjacent to lands within Malibu and 
Los Angeles County that are not designated for agricultural use.  
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In unincorporated areas of Los Angeles County, agricultural zoning designations apply to the 
northern portion of Ramirez Canyon Park as well as to the proposed trails connecting 
Ramirez Canyon and Escondido Canyon and the proposed trails at Corral Canyon Park  
(see Figure 5.2-2)  No agricultural operations have occurred in these areas, nor are there 
soils which are considered suitable for agricultural production (Figure 5.2-1).  The footprint 
of the proposed Plan uses in these areas is minor and consists of limited camping and 
related trail improvements.   Based on the DOC’s Farmland Mapping & Monitoring Program, 
none of the Plan site areas include soils considered Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or 
Farmland of Statewide Importance.  All of the soils are categorized as either Urban and 
Built-Up Land or Other Land, and thus have not been determined to be suitable for 
agricultural production. Further, the isolated and patchy distribution of agriculturally viable 
soils in the Plan site areas and the more rugged, steep topography and rolling hillsides that 
make up much of the Plan site areas are not conducive to supporting agricultural 
operations.  As all the affected agriculturally designated/ zoned land would be under the 
jurisdiction of MRCA/ Conservancy, future agricultural use of the land is not contemplated 
or proposed.   As such, implementation of the proposed Plan would not convert agricultural 
lands or conflict with any current agricultural zoning or land use designation.  
 
Additionally, the proposed Plan would not conflict with Williamson Act contracted land 
since there are no existing Williamson Act contracts located within the Plan site areas or in 
the vicinity of the Plan site areas.  
 
For all of these reasons, implementation of the proposed Plan would not create changes in 
the existing environment which, due to their location or nature, could result in conversion 
of farmland to non-agricultural use.  
 
Therefore, implementation of the proposed Plan would have a less than significant impact on 
agricultural resources. 
 

Mitigation Measures 

As impacts to agricultural resources would be less than significant, no mitigation measures 
are required. 
 

Residual Impacts 

Impacts on agricultural resources would be less than significant (Class III). 
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City of Malibu Zoning
CC - Community Commercial
CN - Commercial Neighborhood
CV-1 - Commercial Visitor Serving 1
CV-2 - Commercial Visitor Serving 2
I - Institutional

RD - Industrial/R&D
POS - Public Open Space
PRF - Private Recreational Facility
RVP - Recreational Vehical Park
RR1 - Rural Residential - 1 du/acre
RR2 - Rural Residential - 1 du/2 acres

RR5 - Rural Residential - 1 du/5 acres
RR10 - Rural Residential - 1 du/10 acres
RR20 - Rural Residential - 1 du/20 acres
RR40 - Rural Residential - 1 du/40 acres
SFL - Single Family Low - 2 du/acre
SFM - Single Family Medium - 4 du/acre

MF - Multi-Family Residential - 6 du/acre
MFBF - Multi-Family Beach Front
MH - Mobile Home Residential
PD - Planned Development

County of Los Angeles Zoning
Zone R-1 - Single-family residence

Zone R-R - Resort and recreation

Zone SR-D - Scientific research and development

Agricultural Zoning
Zone R-A - Residential agriculture
Zone A-1 - Light agriculture
Zone A-2 - Heavy agriculture

Parks with Proposed Improvements

Proposed Trail Improvements

Proposed Camping Area

Proposed Parking Area
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Analysis of Impacts Post-Mitigation 
 
Impact AG-2: Implementation of mitigation measures intended to reduce 

impacts associated with the proposed Plan’s improvements 
would not result in the conversion of State designated or 
other farmland to non-agricultural use, nor would the Plan 
conflict with existing agricultural zoning or Williamson Act 
contracts. Therefore, impacts to agricultural resources 
would be considered less than significant.  

 
In addition to analysis of the project (as proposed), CEQA requires that an EIR discuss the 
environmental impacts associated with the implementation of any required mitigation.  This 
section, therefore, evaluates how mitigation measures required in other sections of this EIR 
would affect agricultural resources. 
 
The mitigation measures identified in the following environmental impact analysis sections 
would have a less than significant impact on agricultural resources, as no additional land 
resources affecting agricultural resources would be required: 
 

 Aesthetic/Visual Resources 
 Agricultural Resources 
 Air Quality 
 Cultural Resources 
 Fire Hazards  
 Geology, Soils, and Seismic Hazards 
 Global Climate Change 
 Hazardous Materials 
 Hydrology, Drainage, and Water Quality 
 Land Use and Planning 
 Noise 
 Public Services 
 Recreation 
 Transportation, Circulation, and Parking 
 Utilities/Service Systems 

 
Mitigations related to Biological Resources would, however, require off-site land resources 
in order to accommodate the required 3:1 biological mitigation.   
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Four sites have been identified for habitat restoration: Malibu Bluffs, Corral Canyon, 
Tuna/Las Flores Canyon, and King Gillette Ranch. Figure 5.2-3 identifies the proposed 
biological mitigation sites; for each mitigation site, the figure identifies the location by 
County Assessor’s Identification Number (AIN), the mitigation acreage, the DOC’s 
Farmland Mapping & Monitoring Program (FMMP) designation, zoning, and Williamson Act 
Agricultural Preserve status.  
 
None of the mitigation sites currently support agricultural activities. The King Gillette 
Ranch and Las Flores Canyon sites are both zoned A-1 (Light Agriculture, County of Los 
Angeles).  The Corral Canyon and Malibu Bluffs site are both zoned POS (Public Open 
Space, City of Malibu).Based on the DOC’s Farmland Mapping & Monitoring Program, a 
portion the King Gillette Ranch mitigation site (2.74 acres) of the total 0.05 acres is mapped 
as Prime Farmland, however, it has not been farmed in decades and is not surrounded by 
or in the vicinity of any other agricultural uses. Generally, in the interest of coastal resource 
protection and slope stability, agriculture uses are not encouraged in this portion of the 
Santa Monica Mountains (Proposed Santa Monica Mountains Local Coastal Program, 
September 2007). None of the other Mitigation Areas are mapped as Prime Farmland, 
Unique Farmland, or Farmland of Statewide Importance. The remainder portion of King 
Gillette Ranch (0.05 acres) and the 3 other mitigation sites are categorized as Other Land. 
Implementation of the habitat mitigation/ restoration plan would consist of limited grading 
for contour improvements, removal of non-native vegetation, extension of temporary  
irrigation lines (where adjacent to existing water sources) intended for plant establishment, 
seeding/ planting, and occasional site maintenance and monitoring.  Access would be 
achieved from existing paved roads and regularly maintained fire roads.   
 
The area,   
 
The isolated and patchy distribution of agriculturally viable soils in the biological mitigation 
areas and the more rugged, steep topography and rolling hillsides that make up much of 
these areas are not conducive to supporting agricultural operations.  As all the affected 
agriculturally designated/ zoned land would be under the jurisdiction of MRCA/ 
Conservancy, future agricultural use of the land is not contemplated or proposed.   As 
such, implementation of the proposed mitigations would not convert agricultural lands or 
conflict with any current agricultural zoning or land use designation.  
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Parks with Proposed Improvements

Malibu City Limits

Mitigation Site Acres Assessor’s ID # (AIN) FMMP Classification Zoning

Corral Canyon Park 11.53 4459007901,  4459009901, 4459011900 X - Other Land POS - Public Open Space (City of Malibu)

King Gillette Ranch 2.79 4455033912 P - Prime Farmland (2.74 ac) 
X - Other Land (0.05 ac) Zone A-1 - Light agriculture (County of Los Angeles)

Malibu Bluffs 23.11 4458018900, 4458016903, 4458016900 X - Other Land POS - Public Open Space (City of Malibu)

Las Flores Canyon 19.69 4448030902, 4448030907, 4448030908 X - Other Land Zone A-1 - Light agriculture (County of Los Angeles)

Note: No Mitigation Site is within Williamson Act Agricultural Preserve.
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Additionally, the proposed mitigations would not conflict with Williamson Act contracted 
land since there are no existing Williamson Act contracts located within the mitigation site 
areas or anywhere in Los Angeles County.  
 
For all of these reasons, implementation of the proposed mitigations would not create 
changes in the existing environment which, due to their location or nature, could result in 
conversion of farmland to non-agricultural use.  
 

Therefore, implementation of the proposed mitigations would have a less than significant 
impact on agricultural resources 

Residual Impacts 

Implementation of mitigation measures intended to reduce impacts associated with the 
proposed Plan’s improvements would not 1) result in changes in the existing environment 
which, due to their location or nature, could result in conversion of farmland to non-
agricultural use, 2) conflict with existing zoning for agricultural use, or a Williamson Act 
contract, or 3) involve other changes in the existing environment which, due to their 
location or nature, could result in conversion of Farmland to non-agricultural uses.   
Therefore, associated impacts to agricultural resources would be less than significant 
(Class III). 

5.2.3 Cumulative Impacts 

Cumulative projects are identified in Section 3.6, Projects Considered for Cumulative Analysis. 
The Plan’s contribution to cumulative agricultural resource impacts is evaluated below. The 
Area of Influence, or geographic region for the respective environmental resource for 
which cumulative projects are assessed, is identified below and forms the basis of the 
cumulative impact analysis for this section. 
 
Area of Influence: The portion of the Plan site located in Los Angeles County and the 
areas immediately surrounding the Plan site within the County of Los Angeles’ jurisdiction 
are zoned for agricultural use in the County’s Coastal LUP.  Pepperdine University, also 
zoned for agricultural use, is located in Los Angeles County directly adjacent to and north 
of the Plan site in the vicinity of Malibu Bluffs. There is, however, no active agriculture in 
any of these areas, nor has there been for decades.  In the City of Malibu, there are no 
agriculturally zoned lands either within or adjacent to the Plan site per the City’s LCP.   
 
As demonstrated in the project-specific analysis above, although some lands in the Malibu 
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front country (generally depicted as all lands identified within Figure 5.2-2) are designated 
for agricultural uses, the varied topography and poor soils generally limit agriculture within 
the Plan area.  Areas known for agricultural production and occurring within the immediate 
project region are generally concentrated to the west along the Oxnard Plain and to the 
northwest along the Santa Clara River in Ventura County.  Impacts related to agriculture 
within the Malibu front country would not have an impact on Ventura County agricultural 
lands.  The Area of Influence, therefore, for assessing cumulative effects is limited to the 
Plan Area and the surrounding uses in the vicinity—the Malibu front country (see Figure 
5.2-2).  
 
Impact AG-2: Implementation of the proposed Plan’s improvements 

would not result, on a cumulative basis, in the conversion of 
State designated or other farmland to non-agricultural use, 
nor would the Plan conflict with existing agricultural zoning 
or Williamson Act contracts. Therefore, impacts to 
agricultural resources would be cumulatively considered 
less than significant.  

 
Implementation of the proposed Plan would not directly or indirectly conflict with 
agricultural designated/ zoned lands or interfere with a Williamson Act contract.  There are 
no other projects proposed within the Malibu front country (within either the City or the 
County) that alone or in combination with the proposed Plan would significantly impact 
agricultural resources by violating a Williamson Act contract, converting Prime Farmland, 
Unique Farmland, Farmland of Statewide Importance, or converting land in agricultural 
production to non-agricultural uses. 
 
As such, the proposed Plan would have less than significant cumulative impacts on 
agricultural resources.  
 

Mitigation Measures 

As no significant cumulative impacts relating to agricultural resources have been identified, 
no mitigation measures would be required. 
 

Residual Impacts 

Cumulative impacts on agricultural resources are considered less than significant (Class 
III). 


