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Trail System (Vegetation/ Trees)

The Plan Trail System has been designed to minimize impacts to sensitive habitats and
conforms to the policies in the PWP. Impacts to California annual grassland, developed
land, ruderal land, disturbed land, Geraldton carnation weed, giant wild rye, poison oak
scrub, and eucalyptus would be less than significant because these communities are not
considered sensitive. Tables Bio-20 and Bio-2| below summarizes the primary trail system
impacts on sensitive and special status vegetation communities and trees.

Table 5.4-20 Primary Trail System
Summary of Impacts to ESHA by Trail System Improvements

A= Pro
P . .' getation Co A A p

Kanan Dume to Ramirez Canyon Park California Sagebrush Scrub 0.49

Trail Segment 1a Chaparral 0.35

Coast Live Oak/Toyon-Poison Oak 0.21

California Sycamore—Coast Live Oak 0.11

Subtotal 1.16

Trail Segment 1b California Sagebrush Scrub 0.12

Subtotal 0.12

Kanan Dume to Ramirez Canyon Park California sagebrush Scrub 0.05

KDPS Segment

Chaparral 0.15

Subtotal 0.20

Trail Segment 2a3 California Sagebrush Scrub 1.00

Ramirez Canyon Park to Murphy Disturbed California Sagebrush Scrub 0.10

Way Chaparral 0.05

Subtotal 1.15

Trail Segment 2a6 California Sagebrush Scrub 0.20

Disturbed California Sagebrush Scrub 0.09

Subtotal 0.29

California Sagebrush Scrub 0.20

Trail Segment 4 Coast Live Oak 0.13

Coast Live Oak/Toyon-Poison Oak 0.22

Escondido Canyon Park to Solstice Subtotal 0.55

Canyon Park California Sagebrush Scrub 0.31

Trail Segment 4b Coast Live Oak 0.01

Coast Live Oak/Toyon-Poison Oak 0.01

Subtotal 0.33
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PIro
P il getation Co A pa
S— ;
California Sagebrush Scrub 1.25
Trail Segment 9 Chaparral 0.02
Latigo Canyon Road Coast Live Oak/Toyon-Poison Oak 0.15
Subtotal 1.42
Trail Segment 9a | California Sagebrush Scrub 0.07
Subtotal 0.07
Trail Segment 9b | California Sagebrush Scrub 0.07
Subtotal 0.07
California Sagebrush Scrub 0.31
Disturbed California Sagebrush Scrub 0.21
Corral Canyon Park (Beach to Trail Segment 10b Chaparral 0.05
Backbone Trail) Disturbed Chaparral 0.01
California Sycamore-Coast Live Oak 0.12
Subtotal 0.7
California Sagebrush Scrub 0.54
Trail Segment 11a Disturbed California Sagebrush Scrub 0.07
Corral Canyon Park (Beach to Native Grassland 0.04
Backbone Trail)
Coast Live Oak 0.04
California Sycamore-Coast Live Oak 0.02
California Walnut Woodland 0.03
Subtotal 0.74
California Sagebrush Scrub 0.21
Trail Segment 11c Disturbed California Sagebrush Scrub 0.07
California Annual Grassland 0.22
Subtotal 0.5
Trail Segment 11d Disturbed California Sagebrush Scrub 0.27
Subtotal 0.34
Corral Canyon Park (Beach to Trail Segment 12 California Sagebrush Scrub 0.21
Backbone Trail) Chaparral 0.58
Subtotal 0.79
. California Sagebrush Scrub 0.06
Trail Segment 13a Chaparral 0.18
Corral Canyon Park (Beach to Subtotal 0.24
Backbone Trail) California Sagebrush Scrub 0.07
Trail Segment 13b
Chaparral 0.17
Subtotal 0.24
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Trail Improvement

Alternative Trail

: : . : . |
Primary Trail System Segments Vegetation Community Alliance mpacts
(Acres)

California Sagebrush Scrub 0.46

Disturbed California Sagebrush Scrub 0.11

Trail S 14 Chaparral 0.39

Corral Canyon Park (Beach to rail segmen .

Backbone Trail Disturbed Chaparral 0.76

Coast Live Oak 0.24

California Sycamore-Coast Live Oak 0.05

Subtotal 2.01

California Sagebrush Scrub 0.31

Disturbed California Sagebrush Scrub 0.86

Trail Segment 15 Chaparral 1.02

Corral Canyon Park (Beach to -

Backbone Trail Disturbed Chaparral 1.37

Coast Live Oak 0.42

Disturbed Coast Live Oak 0.08

Subtotal 4.06

Trail Segment 16 Southern Willow Scrub 0.01

Malibu Bluffs Subtotal 0.01

Trail S (17 California Sagebrush Scrub 0.24

; rail Segmen

Malibu Bluffs g Southern Willow Scrub 0.05

Subtotal 0.29

Malibu Bluffs Trail Segment 19 California Sagebrush Scrub 0.09

Subtotal 0.09

Total Primary Trail System Improvement Impacts 15.37

Table 5.4-21
Summary of Impacts to ESHA

Native Tree Species
Project Area Coast live oak California walnut
(Quercus agrifolia) (Juglans californica)
Trail Segments
1a - Kanan Dume to Ramirez Cyn. Park 0
1b - Kanan Dume to Ramirez Cyn. Park 0
2a3 - Ramirez Cyn. Park to Murphy Way 2
4 - Escondido Cyn. Park to Solstice Cyn. Park 28 0
11a - Corral Cyn. Park (Beach - Backbone Trail) 2 0
14 - Corral Cyn. Park (Beach - Backbone Trail) 7 0
TOTAL 38 2
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Short-term construction impacts or "edge effects," which occur along the development-
preservation interface would include dust, which could disrupt plant vitality in the short-
term or construction-related soil erosion and water runoff. However, standard
construction BMPs and construction-related minimization measures will be implemented to
control dust, erosion, and runoff, as will a National Pollution Discharge Elimination System
(NPDES) and Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) in compliance with the
federal Clean Water Act. Given that these standard measures will be implemented as part
of the Proposed Project, the short-term indirect effects listed above during will be less than
significant. However, during construction there is a potential for vegetation in areas
adjacent to the work areas to be trampled by construction personnel. This would be
considered a potentially significant, but mitigable impact).

The City of Malibu’s Local Coastal Program has numerous policies that are specifically
protective of Environmentally Sensitive Habitat Areas and resources. As well, the proposed
improvements in the Plan would be subject to policies and implementation measures
contained in the Public Works Plan. Impacts to sensitive and special status species would be
mitigated at a 3:| ratio. Impacts to individual trees would be mitigated on a 10:I ratio in
accordance with standards found within the County’s LUP and City’s LCP.

With implementation of the mitigation measures MM Bio-| through MM-BIO-14 listed
above, impacts would be less than significant (class Il).

Riparian Habitat

Riparian and bottomland habitat accounts for approximately 10 acres or about 3% of the
area (including open water and open channel habitats) throughout the Plan where
improvements are proposed and includes southern arroyo willow riparian, red
willow/arroyo willow, southern willow scrub and California sycamore-coast live oak.
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Ramirez Canyon Park (Riparian)

Ramirez Canyon is the most developed of all the parks in the plan area. Ramirez Canyon
Creek, which is presently channelized, would be restored and enhanced by removing
existing gabions and installing pervious boulder berms and/or log deflection structures
throughout the creek to control stream degradation; creating areas of overbank
enhancement in two areas (by the existing tennis court and at the southerly portion of the
park) by removing artificial creek wall linings, grading back the slopes, constructing rock toe
protection, installing retaining walls, and planting native plants; and planting of native plant
species and removing non-native plants throughout the creek and implementing
corresponding best management practices. As a result of these efforts, a small portion of
the existing riparian habitat would be impacted, approximately 0.07 acres to California
sycamore-coast live oak. Additionally, due to the proposed widening of Ramirez Canyon
Road/Deplane Road to achieve a 20-foot wide roadway with minimum 50-ft radius curves
at Ramirez Canyon Road (to meet fire department requirements), approximately 0.02 acres
(California sycamore-coast live oak) would be impacted. Finally, removal of the existing
tennis courts and replacement with campsite improvements, in addition to improvements at
the accessible day use area would result in approximately 0.08 acres (California sycamore-
coast live oak) of direct impact. Table Bio-22 summarizes the permanent, direct impacts to
California sycamore-coast live oak in acres and in direct impact to the specific number of
trees. Impacts are considered potentially significant, but mitigable.

Table 5.4--22
Summary of Impacts to Riparian Communities
Permanent, Direct Impacts
Park and
Recreation Road Creek
Support Facilities Widening Restoration Total
Impacts Impacts Impacts Impacts
Vegetation Community (acres) (acres) (acres) (acres)
California Sycamore-Coast Live Oak 0.08 0.02 0.07 0.17
TOTAL 0.08 0.02 0.07 0.17

Short-term construction impacts or "edge effects," which occur along the development-
preservation interface would include dust, which could disrupt plant vitality in the short-
term or construction-related soil erosion and water runoff. However, standard
construction BMPs and construction-related minimization measures will be implemented to
control dust, erosion, and runoff, as will a National Pollution Discharge Elimination System
(NPDES) and Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) in compliance with the
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federal Clean Water Act. Given that these standard measures will be implemented as part
of the Proposed Project, the short-term indirect effects listed above during will be less than
significant. However, during construction there is a potential for vegetation in areas
adjacent to the work areas to be trampled by construction personnel. This would be
considered a significant, but mitigable impact (Classll).

The City of Malibu’s Local Coastal Program has numerous policies that are specifically
protective of Environmentally Sensitive Habitat Areas and resources. As well, the proposed
improvements in the Plan would be subject to policies and implementation measures
contained in the Public Works Plan. Impacts to sensitive and special status habitats would
be mitigated at a 3:| ratio. Impacts to individual trees would be mitigated on a 10:1 ratio in
accordance with standards found within the County’s LUP and City’s LCP.

With implementation of the mitigation measures MM Bio-| through MM-BIO-14 listed
above, impacts would be less than significant (class Il).

Escondido Canyon Park (Riparian)

There are no impacts to riparian or bottom land habitat associated with improvements
proposed at Escondido Canyon, thus impacts would be less that significant.

Latigo Trailhead (Riparian)

The Latigo Trailhead proposed improvements include a portion of the parking area,
portions of the proposed four campsites, the fuel breaks, a portion the parking lot and the
access road would impact California sycamore/coast live oak and southern willow scrub/red
willow/arroyo willow. Impacts to these vegetation communities are considered potentially
significant, but mitigable impact.. Table Bio-23 below summarize the impacts to riparian
communities.

Table 5.4-23 Latigo Trailhead
Summary of Impacts to Riparian Communities

Direct, Permanent Impacts
Park and Recreation Support Facilities
Vegetation Community Alliance (acres)
California Sycamore-Coast Live Oak 0.38
Southern Willow Scrub/Red Willow-Arroyo Willow 0.006
TOTAL .386
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The City of Malibu’s Local Coastal Program has numerous policies that are specifically
protective of Environmentally Sensitive Habitat Areas and resources. As well, the proposed
improvements in the Plan would be subject to policies and implementation measures
contained in the Public Works Plan. Impacts to sensitive and special status habitats would
be mitigated at a 3:| ratio. Impacts to individual trees would be mitigated on a 10:1 ratio in
accordance with standards found within the County’s LUP and City’s LCP.

With implementation of the mitigation measures MM Bio-| through MM-BIO-14 listed
above, impacts would be less than significant (class Il).

Corral Canyon Park (Riparian)

Improvements proposed Corral Canyon would not impact riparian habitats of southern
willow scrub/red willow-arroyo willow or California sycamore/coast live oak. Thus, impacts
would be less than significant.

Malibu Bluffs (Riparian)

There are very limited impacts to riparian habitat at the Malibu Bluffs site and impacts
would be related to a creek connector and trail. A summary of impacted vegetation is
located in Table Bio-24. There are no impacts to trees.

Table 5.4-24 Malibu Bluffs
Summary of Impacts to Riparian Communities

Direct, Permanent Impacts
Park and Recreation
Support Facilities

Vegetation Community Alliance (acres)
Southern Willow Scrub/Red Willow-Arroyo Willow 0.01
TOTAL 0.01
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The City of Malibu’s Local Coastal Program has numerous policies that are specifically
protective of Environmentally Sensitive Habitat Areas and resources. As well, the proposed
improvements in the Plan would be subject to policies and implementation measures
contained in the Public Works Plan. Impacts to sensitive and special status habitats would
be mitigated at a 3:| ratio. Impacts to individual trees would be mitigated on a 10:1 ratio in
accordance with standards found within the County’s LUP and City’s LCP.

With implementation of the mitigation measures MM Bio-| through MM-BIO-14 listed
above, impacts would be less than significant (class Il).

Trail System (Riparian)

A thorough discussion of the Plan trails systems is contained in the Project Description,
however, impacts from trails would result from improving existing trails to higher standards
with a 5’ width. Standard trail construction techniques would be incorporated where
retaining structures are required for trail construction. For low walls (i.e., 2-ft tall walls),
materials such as trees, logs, or rocks would be placed to support the soil. Walls up to 3-ft
would be constructed from steel posts driven into the ground with boards adjacent to the
posts to retain soil; to ensure free drainage from behind the wall, filter fabric and gravel
would be applied. Support for taller slopes would require CMU on top of a concrete
foundation. To ensure slope and site stability, final design and grading of trails, as well as
the retaining structures, would be in conformance the findings of a geotechnical report’s
recommendations. In total, impacts to riparian habitats as a result of the proposed trails
would equal approximately 0.36 acres and would be considered potentially significant, but
mitigable).

Table 5.4-25 Primary Trail System
Summary of Impacts to Riparian Communities by Trail Improvements

Kanan Dume to Ramirez Canyon Park Trail Segment 1a California Sycamore—Coast Live Oak 0.11
Subtotal 0.11

Corral Canyon Park (Beach to Trail Segment 10b California Sycamore-Coast Live Oak 0.12
Backbone Trail) Subtotal 0.12
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Trail Improvement
Vegetation Community Alliance Impacts
(Acres)

Alternative Trail

Primary Trail System Segments

Corral Canyon Park (Beach to Trail Segment 11a California Sycamore-Coast Live Oak 0.02
Backbone Trail) Subtotal 0.02

Corral Canyon Park (Beach to Trail Segment 14 | California Sycamore-Coast Live Oak 0.05
Backbone Trail) Subtotal 0.05

Trail Segment 16 | Southern Willow Scrub 0.01

Malibu Bluffs Subtotal 0.01

| Southern Willow Scrub 0.05

Subtotal 0.05

Total Primary Trail System Improvement Impacts \ 0.36

The City of Malibu’s Local Coastal Program has numerous policies that are specifically
protective of Environmentally Sensitive Habitat Areas and resources. As well, the proposed
improvements in the Plan would be subject to policies and implementation measures
contained in the Public Works Plan. Impacts to sensitive and special status habitats would
be mitigated at a 3:| ratio. Impacts to individual trees would be mitigated on a 10:1 ratio in
accordance with standards found within the County’s LUP and City’s LCP.

With implementation of the mitigation measures MM Bio-| through MM-BIO-14 listed
above, impacts would be less than significant (class Il).

Wetlands

As previously mentioned in the section, biological surveys conducted of the Plan area did
not contain a formal jurisdictional delineation under the jurisdiction of the CDFG, pursuant
to the California Fish and Game Code;the U.S.Army Corps of Engineers (ACOE), pursuant
to Section 404 of the federal Clean Water Act; the Regional Water Quality Control Board
(RWQCB), pursuant to Section 401 of the federal Clean Water Act; and the California
Coastal Commission (CCC), pursuant to the Coastal Act of 1976. However, wetlands
habitat was identified using the Cowardin method of wetlands classification, which defines
wetland boundaries by a single parameter (i.e., hydric soils, hydrophytic vegetation, or
hydrology) (Cowardin et al. 1979).Wetlands within the study area were documented by
visually assessing and mapping the drip line of hydrophytic vegetation and noting the
presence/absence of hydrology indicators (e.g., drift lines, drainage patterns, scour etc.).
Hydric soils were not analyzed as part of the reconnaissance effort. Thus, for all intents and
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purposes the extent of the riparian vegetation is generally coincident with the wetland areas
within the plan area.

Of the 269.71 acres of sensitive vegetation communities mapped within the study area,
approximately 10.25 acres are considered wetlands and non-wetland waters under the joint
jurisdiction of the CCC and CDFG.The ACOE and RWQCB may take jurisdiction over
those portions of the wetlands/waters occurring below the ordinary high water mark of a
stream channel. Corral Canyon Park is the only park in the Plan area that has a pocket of
coastal salt marsh.This occurs where the creek meets the Pacific Ocean at the Pacific Coast
Highway bridge crossing. The crossing is already developed and would not be improved as a
part of the proposed project.

Throughout the Plan area, 0.93 acre of sensitive wetland and riparian communities would be
directly impacted as a result of improvements at specific parks and trails, as discussed above
in Impact Bio-1.This would be a potentially significant, but mitigable impact.

The City of Malibu’s Local Coastal Program has numerous policies that are specifically
protective of Environmentally Sensitive Habitat Areas and resources. As well, the proposed
improvements in the Plan would be subject to policies and implementation measures
contained in the Public Works Plan. Impacts to sensitive and special status habitats would
be mitigated at a 3:| ratio. Impacts to individual trees would be mitigated on a 10:1 ratio in
accordance with standards found within the County’s LUP and City’s LCP.

With implementation of the mitigation measures MM Bio-| through MM-BIO-14 listed
above, impacts would be less than significant (class Il).

Ramirez Canyon Park (Wetlands)

Ramirez Canyon Creek, which is presently channelized would be restored and enhanced by
removing existing gabions and installing pervious boulder berms and/or log deflection
structures throughout the creek to control stream degradation; creating areas of overbank
enhancement in two areas (by the existing tennis court and at the southerly portion of the
park) by removing artificial creek wall linings, grading back the slopes, constructing rock toe
protection, installing retaining walls, and planting native plants; and planting of native plant
species and removing non-native plants throughout the creek and implementing
corresponding best management practices. As a result of these efforts, a small portion of
the existing riparian habitat would be impacted, approximately 0.07 acres, specifically to
California sycamore-coast live oak. Additionally, due to the proposed widening of Ramirez
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Canyon Road/Deplane Road to achieve a 20-foot wide roadway with minimum 50-ft radius
curves at Ramirez Canyon Road to meet fire department requirements, 0.02 acres
(California sycamore-coast live oak) would be impacted. Finally, removal of the existing
tennis courts and replacement with campsite improvements, in addition to improvements at
the accessible day use area would result in 0.08 acres (California sycamore-coast live oak)
of direct impact. Impacts are considered potentially significant, but mitigable.

The City of Malibu’s Local Coastal Program has numerous policies that are specifically
protective of Environmentally Sensitive Habitat Areas and resources. As well, the proposed
improvements in the Plan would be subject to policies and implementation measures
contained in the Public Works Plan. Impacts to sensitive and special status habitats would
be mitigated at a 3:1 ratio. Impacts to individual trees would be mitigated on a 10:1 ratio in
accordance with standards found within the County’s LUP and City’s LCP.

With implementation of the mitigation measures MM Bio-| through MM-BIO-14 listed
above, impacts would be less than significant (class Il).

Escondido Canyon Park (Wetlands)

No improvements are proposed in Escondido Canyon that will either directly or
indirectly impact to wetlands or wetland habitats. Therefore, impacts would be less than
significant.

Latigo Trailhead (Wetlands)

See Table Bio-23.

Corral Canyon Park (Wetlands)

Improvements proposed Corral Canyon would not impact riparian habitats of southern
willow scrub/red willow-arroyo willow or California sycamore/coast live oak. As stated,
there is a small pocket of coastal salt marsh where the mouth of the creek meets the
Pacific Ocean. A PCH bridge crossing exists right now and no improvements are proposed
to this crossing. Thus, impacts would be less than significant.
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Wildlife

The proposed Plan has been designed to avoid and/or minimize impacts to sensitive and
special-status biological resources by focusing on constructing campsites and associated
infrastructure in clustered, designed patterns and in disturbed, upland, and non-native land
covers adjacent to existing trail corridors where human activity already exists, thus
reducing impacts to wildlife movement and reducing adverse edge effects. Wildlife
movement may be temporarily hindered by construction of the campsites, associated
facilities, and trails/trail connectors. However, this impediment will be temporary in nature
and wildlife species are expected to return to the area immediately following construction.
It is important to note that the Plan provides low-impact camping opportunities; thus,
implementation of the proposed Plan improvements are not expected to permanently
restrict or impede wildlife movement within the study area. Wildlife species will continue
to move unrestricted through the study area to other areas of high biological value.
Therefore, direct impacts to wildlife corridors and habitat linkages are not expected to
occur within the plan area and impacts therefore would be less than significant.

The wildlife corridors and habitat linkages corridor would be subject to the same edge
effects described above for special-status wildlife. These impacts would be considered
potentially significant, but mitigable impact.

With implementation of the mitigation measures MM Bio-| through MM-BIO-14 listed
above, impacts would be less than significant (class Il).

Ramirez Canyon Park

Ramirez Canyon park is the most developed park however, development is mostly
concentrated in the Meadow area and the park supports a variety of wildlife. No special
status or sensitive wildlife species have been identified on or in the vicinity of Ramirez
Canyon park. Proposed low — intensity improvements have been designed to avoid and
minimize impacts to wildlife corridors and linkages. Based on the findings in the Biological
Resources Technical report, no permanent impacts restricting or impeding wildlife
movement are anticipated, thus impacts would be less than significant. Short term impacts
related to construction would be potentially significant, but mitigable.

With implementation of the mitigation measures MM Bio-| through MM-BIO-14 listed
above, impacts would be less than significant (class II).
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Escondido Canyon Park

The two-striped garter snake, which is a special-status species has been identified in the
vicinity of the trail heading south, however no direct impacts is anticipated. Proposed low —
intensity improvements have been designed to avoid and minimize impacts to wildlife
corridors and linkages. Based on the findings in the Biological Resources Technical report,
no permanent impacts restricting or impeding wildlife movement are anticipated, thus
impacts would be less than significant. Short term impacts related to construction would be
potentially significant, but mitigable.

With implementation of the mitigation measures MM Bio-| through MM-BIO-14 listed
above, impacts would be less than significant (class Il).

Latigo Trailhead

There are no special-status wildlife species on the site or in the vicinity of the Latigo
trailhead. The proposed improvements at the Latigo trailhead are limited and have been
designed to avoid and minimize impacts to wildlife corridors and linkages. Based on the
findings in the Biological Resources Technical report, no permanent impacts restricting or
impeding wildlife movement are anticipated, thus impacts would be less than significant.
Short term impacts related to construction would be potentially significant, but mitigable.

With implementation of the mitigation measures MM Bio-| through MM-BIO-14 listed
above, impacts would be less than significant (class Il).

Corral Canyon Park

There are no special-status wildlife species on the site or in the vicinity of Corral Canyon
park. Proposed improvements at Corral Canyon have been designed to avoid and minimize
impacts to wildlife corridors and linkages. Based on the findings in the Biological Resources
Technical report, no permanent impacts restricting or impeding wildlife movement are
anticipated, thus impacts would be less than significant. Short term impacts related to
construction would be potentially significant, but mitigable.

With implementation of the mitigation measures MM Bio-| through MM-BIO-14 listed
above, impacts would be less than significant (class Il).
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Malibu Bluffs

The coast horned lizard was identified on the Malibu Bluffs site, however, no direct impacts
to this species are anticipated. Proposed improvements at have been designed to avoid and
minimize impacts to wildlife corridors and linkages. Based on the findings in the Biological
Resources Technical report, no permanent impacts restricting or impeding wildlife
movement are anticipated, thus impacts would be less than significant. Short term impacts
related to construction would be potentially significant, but mitigable.

With implementation of the mitigation measures MM Bio-| through MM-BIO-14 listed
above, impacts would be less than significant (class Il).

Consistency with Local Policies Protecting Biological Resources

The proposed PWP reflects past determinations and actions of agencies having jurisdiction
over the Plan area with respect to protection of coastal-priority uses including public
access, recreation, and protection and enhancement of sensitive coastal resources known
to potentially occur in the Plan area, including coastal streams and drainages; riparian,
coastal bluff, native grassland and coastal sage scrub habitat, and areas of archaeological
sensitivity. Associated park-specific project improvements will avoid or minimize potential
adverse impacts to all sensitive resources in the Plan area.

The proposed Plan and associated trail, park improvements, and program policies and
implementation measures have been planned and designed with consideration of all coastal
resources that exist within the Plan area. The proposed Plan improvements would serve to
implement many of the City of Malibu’s public access and recreation policies, consistent
with the need to ensure public safety, to protect and respect private property rights and
ensure compatibility with adjacent residential neighborhoods. In addition, the proposed Plan
and associated improvements are designed to be consistent with the most protective
coastal resource protection policies of the Coastal Act and the City’s LCP.

The Certified Local Coastal Program (LCP) has numerous policies that are specifically
protective of Environmentally Sensitive Habitat Areas and sensitive resources in the project
area. Further, the Certified LCP also governs native tree impact mitigation associated with
direct tree impacts. The project and mitigation for the project’s impacts have been designed
to conform with the policies in the LCP regarding ESHA and native trees, and in some
places, for example in relation to non-native trees, mitigation measures have offered more
protection and mitigation. An discussion of the various and specific policies contained in
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the LCP is located in Section 4.0, Consistency With Plans and Policies.

In light of consonance between the policies contained in the LUP and the policies,
implementation measures in the PWP as well as adherence to all mitigation measures
required in this section, impacts would be less than significant.

Consistency with Habitat Conservation Plan(s)

The entire Plan Area is subject to City of Malibu Local Coastal Program Land Use Plan and
Local Implementation Plan and the California Coastal Act. Regional policy documents
include the Santa Monica Mountains National Recreation Area Growth Management Plan
(GMP), Southern California Association of Governments’ (SCAG) Regional Comprehensive
Plan and Guide (RCPG) and Regional Transportation Plan (RTP), the South Coast Air
Quality Management District Air Quality Management Plan (AQMP), and the Congestion
Management Program (CMP). Plans and policies contained in the LUP are specifically
protective of Environmentally Sensitive Habitat Areas and sensitive resources in the project
area. Apart from the plans listed above, there are no other adopted habitat conservation
plans, natural community conservation plans, or other approved local, regional, or state
habitat conservation plans that regulate the area. Thus, impacts would be less than
significant.

Analysis of Impacts Post-Mitigation

Impact BIO-15 Implementation of mitigation measures intended to reduce
impacts associated with the proposed Plan’s improvements
would not: |) have a substantial, adverse effect on any
species being a candidate, sensitive, or special-status species
or riparian habitat in local regional plans, policies, or
regulations, or by CDFG or USFWS; 2) have a substantial
adverse effect on federally protected wetlands as defined by
Section 404 of the Clean Water Act; 3) interfere
substantially with the movement of any native resident or
migratory fish or wildlife species or with established native
resident or migratory wildlife corridors, or impede the use
of native wildlife nursery sites; 4) conflict with any local
policies or ordinances protecting biological resources or
conflict with the provisions of an adopted habitat
conservation plan, natural community conservation plan or
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other approved local, regional or state habitat conservation
plan.

In addition to analysis of the project (as proposed), CEQA requires that an EIR discuss the
environmental impacts associated with the implementation of any required mitigation. The
section evaluates how mitigation measures required by impacts to biological resources
would affect the biological resources mitigation site.

The mitigation measures identified in the following environmental impact analysis sections
would have a less than significant impact on biological resources and no additional lands
resources which have not already been evaluated would be required:

= Aesthetic/Visual Resources

= Agricultural Resources

= Air Quality

= Cultural Resources

* Fire Hazards

= Geology, Soils, and Seismic Hazards

= Global Climate Change

* Hazardous Materials

= Hydrology, Drainage, and Water Quality
= Land Use and Planning

= Noise

®  Public Services

= Recreation

* Transportation, Circulation, and Parking
= Utilities/Service Systems

However, as discussed in detail above, 19.01 acres of impacted sage scrubland chaparral,
native grassland and riparian bottomland habitat vegetation communities would, according
to the LUP, require approximately 57.03 acres of native habitat based upon a 3:1 mitigation
ratio (3 acres of mitigation for each acre of impact). As all impacts occur within the Coastal
Zone and the jurisdictional authority of the California Coastal Commission, mitigation must
also be located within the Coastal Zone. The concept mitigation/ restoration program (see
Appendix H-2) developed for the project would establish acres 57.03 acres of native habitat.
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Selection of sites was based upon soil type, hydrology, historic vegetation, non-native
vegetation and native habitat adjacency, present land use, site accessibility and water source
availability. Other considerations in the selection of mitigation sites are the geographic
proximity of mitigation sites to on another and the actual sizes of the mitigation sites. The
mitigation program completed intends to consolidate upland and wetlands/riparian habitat
mitigation types on sites that present the best opportunity for successful establishment of
target habitat types. Consolidation of mitigation sites results on larger, more focused
mitigation with less “edge” effects normally accompanying mitigation on smaller sites in
more disparate locations. Therefore, the ecological benefits of larger, more inter-related
sites are greater than on smaller, dispersed sites.

Habitat restoration would be conducted at four sites: Malibu Bluffs, Corral Canyon,
Tuna/Las Flores Canyon, and King Gillette Ranch. Uplands mitigation would be achieved at
selected sites through appropriate weed control, soil preparation, and seed and/or plant
installation with and without temporary supplement irrigation, as available. Sites targeted
for uplands restoration include the Conservancy’s Malibu Bluffs Property, Corral Canyon
Park, and Tuna/Las Flores Canyon. Wetlands mitigation is anticipated to occur at King
Gillette Ranch. All wetlands mitigation will have to be confirmed through a jurisdictional
wetlands delineation.

An exhaustive discussion on the overarching Habitat Mitigation Program and each specific
site is contained in the Malibu Parks Public Access Enhancement Plan — Habitat Mitigation
Program Memorandum (January 27, 2010, Dudek, see Appendix H-2), which was designed in
accordance with Section 30365 of the California Coastal Act and the Malibu Parks Public
Access Enhancement Plan-Public Works Plan as defined by Section 3.4.2 of the County’s
Santa Monica Mountains Coastal Land Use Plan (LUP). Overall restoration and
implementation strategies on mitigation sites have been developed, however, each separate
and specific habitat restoration plan would be developed and executed to the standards of
the individual jurisdictions in which the particular park and corresponding mitigation site are
located, however, each mitigation site would also be held to a uniform set of performance
standards for successful establishment of vegetation. Further, it is anticipated that the
habitat restoration plans would be developed over a period of years as each specific park in
the plan area is improved.

Given the methodology associated with mitigation site selection, the conformance of
mitigation sites and the mitigation program’s implementation strategies with all relevant
legislative documents, policies and programs and continued jurisdictional authority
associated with each habitat restoration plan, impacts to biological resources associated
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with the Habitat Mitigation Program would be less than significant.
5.4.3 Cumulative Impacts

Cumulative projects are shown in Table 3-1 of Section 3.6 Projects Considered for Cumulative
Analysis. The Plan Area’s contribution to cumulative biological impacts is evaluated below.
Where necessary, mitigation is identified to reduce the Plan Area’s “cumulatively
considerable” contribution to a less than “cumulatively considerable” level. The Area of
Influence, or geographic region for the respective environmental resource for which
cumulative projects are assessed, is identified below and forms the basis of the cumulative
impact analysis for this section.

Area of Influence: The Plan area is located within the Santa Monica Mountains, which
extend approximately 40 miles from Point Mugu in Ventura County eastward to the
Hollywood Hills in Los Angeles. The Coastal portion of the Santa Monica Mountains within
the confines of the political boundaries of Los Angeles County, and the area where park
specific improvements are proposed, extends from the shoreline northward approximately
five miles and encompasses approximately 80 square miles. Much of the land in the entire
expanse of the mountain system is maintained as park lands of various jurisdictional
authorities, and is therefore relatively sparsely developed and populated. It contains varied
topography, relatively healthy watersheds and vegetation communities as well as inter-
connected wildlife networks. The Area of Influence for assessing impacts cumulative
impacts on biological resources is confined to the Plan area and the portion of the portions
of the Mountain area within Coastal Zone of thethe political confines of Los Angeles
County.

As proposed, implementation of the proposed project in conjunction with other planned
state, local, federal, and private projects in the project vicinity would result in the
cumulative loss of biological resources in the region. Proposed campsites, trails, restrooms,
and parking facilities would encroach into areas currently supporting natural habitats.
However, it is envisioned that the provision of compensatory mitigation required as part of
policies and implementation measures included in the PVP as well as mitigation identified
in the BTR (Appendix H -1) would offset the adverse impacts resulting from the project by
eradicating large expanses of non-native species from the area and designing a native plant
palette that meets the needs of nesting and foraging resident and migratory avifauna,
adequately mitigating cumulative effects on biological resources.
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Impact Bio-16: Implementation of the Plan would not result in a less than
significant cumulative contribution to the loss of species
identified as being a candidate, sensitive, or special-status
species or federally protected wetlands through the direct
removal, filling, hydrological interruption or other means,
or interfere substantially with the movement of any native
resident or migratory fish or wildlife species or with
established native resident or migratory wildlife corridors,
or impedes the use of native wildlife nursery sites.

Mitigation Measures

None required.

Residual Impact

With adherence to the mitigation measures and programs outlined in Habitat Mitigation

Program, impacts to biological resources would be less than cumulatively considerable and
therefore the residual cumulative impact would be less than significant (Class I1l).
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