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MEMORANDUM

TO: The Governing Board

FROM: Joseph T. Edmiston, FAICP, Hon. ASLA, Executive Officer

DATE: August 6, 2008

SUBJECT: Agenda Item V(d): Consideration of  resolution authorizing four contracts for
legal services: a) Richards, Watson and Gershon for defense of Malibu v
Douglas et al; b) Paul, Hastings for defense Malibu v Douglas et al; c) Paul,
Hastings legal services Chabad CEQA; d) Paul, Hastings legal services Malibu
Parks Public Works Plan CEQA compliance.

Staff Recommendation: That the Governing Board authorize approval of the four
contracts for legal services. 

Legislative Authority: Government Code section 6500 et seq. and Government Code
section 53060 which provides:

“The legislative body of any public or municipal corporation or district may
contract with and employ any persons for the furnishing of...special services
and advice in...legal...matters if such persons are specially trained and
experienced and competent to perform the special services required.”

Background:

City of Malibu vs Douglas et al

The City has named the MRCA in an action challenging the filing of a Local Coastal
Plan Amendment (LCPA) with the Coastal Commission pursuant to the override
provisions in the Coastal Act (Public Resources Code section 30515).   Richards,
Watson and Gershon has provided legal advice to the MRCA on the filing of the
LCPA pursuant to the override provisions in the Coastal Act and is best suited to
address this issue in the litigation.  The suit raises complex procedural issues. The
firm of Paul,  Hastings, Janofsky and Walker is best suited to address the procedural
aspects of the case.  Both firms have represented the MRCA on other issues
involving Ramirez Canyon Park and the planning process.  
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Chabad CEQA

On short notice the firm of Paul, Hastings, Janofsky and Walker,  which has
expertise on legal issues involving the California Environmental Quality Act,
analyzed for the MRCA  the CEQA implications and impacts of the requested
extension to the Chabad lease.

Malibu Parks Public Works Plan CEQA Compliance

The Malibu Public Works Plan is very controversial in Malibu and the CEQA analysis
although not overly complex requires specialized legal oversight. The firm of Paul,
Hastings, Janofsky and Walker has extensive experience and expertise in the field
of compliance with the California Environmental Quality Act and is already familiar
with many of the specific local concerns and the issues regarding provision of public
access.  


