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MEMORANDUM

TO: The Governing Board

FROM: Joseph T. Edmiston, FAICP, Hon. ASLA, Executive Officer

DATE: October 1, 2008

SUBJECT: Agenda Item XIII: Consideration of resolution authorizing entering into an
agreement with California State Parks to transfer in lieu mitigation fees and
associated responsibility for restoration of the berm removal project in lower
Topanga Canyon,  unincorporated Los Angeles County.  

Staff Recommendation: That the Governing Board adopt the attached resolution
authorizing entering into an agreement with California State Parks to transfer up to
$100,000 in lieu mitigation fees and associated responsibility for restoration of the
berm removal project in lower Topanga Canyon.
  
Background:   The Rodeo Grounds Berm Removal and Restoration Project is a part
of a regionally significant State Parks project to improve conditions of Topanga
Creek and Lagoon just north Pacific Coast Highway.  The attached figures show the
project context and scope within Topanga State Park.  Those figures are from the
Mitigated Negative Declaration adopted in 2006.  Much of the berm removal work
is completed and many acres of graded area require planting to take advantage of
the coming wet season.

Over a year ago State Parks staff requested if any in lieu mitigation fees could be
used as part of this berm removal restoration project.   A formal letter request should
be available for the Governing Board at the meeting.   A combination of State Parks
delays and Mountains Recreation and Conservation Authority delays in receiving
riparian in lieu fee mitigation payments have held up the possibility of MRCA
participation in this unique project.   An adequate amount of in lieu fees that qualify
for an acre of restoration in the the Topanga watershed, and without jeopardizing the
financial support to the MRCA’s full time restoration crew, are now available if
approved by either the Army Corps of Engineers or the California Department of
Fish Game staffs.

Because State Parks has a contractor and State employees currently working at the
site, the timing is tight to efficiently integrate new restoration money into the project.
The proposed action would authorize transferring up to $100,000 of in lieu mitigation
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funds to State Parks along with all the performance and reporting requirements to either
the Army Corps of Engineers or the California Department of Fish Game.  This process has
not been approved by either of these two agencies so this potential transfer of funds and
responsibility is dependent on said approval.  The type of agreement with State Parks to
effect such a transfer has not been determined.  The goal is to transfer the funds as soon
as possible.


