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MEMORANDUM

TO: The Governing Board

FROM: Joseph T. Edmiston, FAICP, Hon. ASLA, Executive Officer

DATE: May 6, 2009

SUBJECT: Agenda Item V(f): Consideration of resolution authorizing a sole source
contract with Bellfree Construction for planning, sign installation and trail
improvement activities associated with the Ballona Creek to Parks Connection
Loop Project.

Staff Recommendation: That the Governing Board adopt the attached resolution
authorizing a sole source contract with Bellfree Construction for planning, sign
installation and trail improvement activities associated with the Ballona Creek to
Parks Connection Loop Project.

Background: The primary goal of the Ballona Creek to Parks Connection Loop
Project (Project) is to connect the Baldwin Hills to Ballona Creek by connecting open
spaces through trails and gateways. The intent of this project is to create multi-
modal linkages and a regional loop trail between three existing park facilities
(Ballona Creek Trail and Bike Path, Culver City Park and the Baldwin Hills Scenic
Overlook).

Bellfree Contractors (Bellfree) would be contracted to do work on improvements
located on Culver City Park property. These improvements include installation of
directional and interpretive signage and some minor native plantings and trail work.
MRCA planning staff intends to fully involve MRCA in-house interpretive staff to
work with Bellfree on the signage for this project. 

Bellfree has extensive prior experience with trail projects similar to this Project.
Because of this, they have been strongly recommended by Culver City (the land
owner) for whom they have previously completed satisfactory work. Their work
includes, but is not limited to, trail design, consultation, stabilization, and
construction work for State Parks, various cities, Crafton Hills Open Space
Conservancy, Mountains Restoration Trust, Puente Hills Habitat Authority and
private owners.


