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MEMORANDUM

TO: The Governing Board

FROM: Joseph T. Edmiston, FAICP, Hon. ASLA, Executive Officer

DATE: May 6, 2009

SUBJECT: Agenda Item VII: Consideration of resolution conditionally authorizing the
acquisition of a conservation/trail easement on APN 4467-003-021 in Ramirez
Canyon, Malibu. 

Staff Recommendation: That the Governing Board adopt the attached resolution
conditionally authorizing the acquisition of a conservation/trail easement on APN
4467-003-021 in Ramirez Canyon within the City of Malibu using Proposition A
Excess Funds or Proposition 50 funds, if available.               

Background:   Staff has been pursuing the acquisition of both fee simple parcels and
easements to create a multi-use section of the Coastal Slope Trail between Ramirez
Canyon Park and Escondido Canyon Park for several years.   A complex transaction
with two land owners that would have secured such an easement fell apart due to
last second appraisal review issues in March.  This was the superior trail alignment.
Staff will continue to work on this deal.   However, as a back up it is imperative to
acquire an alternative route, or the Coastal Slope Trail may end up with a
considerable gap.  Time is of the essence.   If both routes are secured, there will be
additional trail buffer and viewshed.  The easement contains high quality coastal
sage scrub.

The subject parcel, 4467-003-021, is a 16.29-acre parcel located wholly in the
Ramirez Canyon watershed.  The proposed acquisition would encompass a
combined trail/conservation easement over an approximately 5.8-acre northerly
portion of the property.  That area could change based on final negotiations.

This easement area would allow for a trail from the southeast corner of Ramirez
Canyon Park owned by the Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy through the
subject property to then connect with an existing trail easement on the next parcel
to the east.    This connection would bring the Coastal Slope Trail to the Los Angeles
County-owned trail easement along paved Debutts Terrace.  Connecting to
Escondido Canyon Park will either require an additional easement(s) or will have
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to stick with the Debutts roadway trail and tie in with the Winding Way East.  However,
 the cost of connecting Ramirez Canyon Park to Debutts Terrace is significantly less using
this alternative route.

The owner is a willing seller.  The verbal appraisal value will not be available until the day
the MRCA meeting.  The conditional authorization is based on the fact that an appraisal
review must be favorable.  Price and terms will be discussed in closed session.

The parcel is part of both an approved Project Agreement for Proposition A funds and a
grant from the Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy of Proposition 50 funds.


