
MOUNTAINS RECREATION & CONSERVATION AUTHORITY
Los Angeles River Center & Gardens
570 West Avenue Twenty-six, Suite 100
Los Angeles, California  90065
Phone (323) 221-9944

MEMORANDUM

TO: The Governing Board

FROM: Joseph T. Edmiston, FAICP, Hon. ASLA, Executive Officer

DATE: August 5, 2009

SUBJECT: Agenda Item V(k): Consideration of resolution authorizing acceptance of an
approximately 18-acre mitigation project conservation easement along Arroyo
Las Posas on APN 163-0-020-785 and processing fee, Calleguas Creek
watershed, Ventura County.

Staff Recommendation: That the Governing Board adopt the attached resolution
authorizing  acceptance of an approximately 18-acre mitigation project conservation
easement along Arroyo Las Posas on APN 163-0-020-785 in Ventura County, and
acceptance of the processing fee from the property owner, as requested by
California Department of Fish and Game and the Army Corps of Engineers.

Background: The subject 17.73-acre mitigation project conservation easement is
located in the approximate center of the 341-square mile Calleguas Creek
Watershed in Ventura County, on the northern bank of Arroyo Las Posas,
approximately 1.5 miles east of the intersection of Somis Road and East Los
Angeles Avenue (See attached maps).  Both California Department of Fish and
Game and the Army Corps of Engineers have requested that the MRCA accept this
conservation easement due to the MRCA’s unique function as a public agency that
accepts such dedications.  The property owner will pay the necessary processing
fee associated with the acceptance of the conservation easement in addition to the
cost of the title report.  The property owner is financially responsible for all costs
related to the restoration project on the subject conservation easement as a
requirement of their permit from the Army Corps of Engineers (see attachment).
There is no MRCA obligation to clear brush on this property.

The subject restoration site currently supports, or has supported in the past, mulefat,
giant reed, and arroyo willow-dominated mixed willow habitat, as stated in  section
3.4.1 of the Habitat Restoration and Monitoring Plan.  The major results expected
from the subject restoration project, as stated in section 3.6 of the Habitat
Restoration and Monitoring Plan, are the recruitment of native plants and wildlife, the
reduction of invasive plant populations, and the creation of special-status species
habitat.


