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MEMORANDUM

TO: The Governing Board

FROM: Joseph T. Edmiston, FAICP, Hon. ASLA, Executive Officer

DATE: August 5, 2009

SUBJECT: Agenda Item XII: Consideration of resolution authorizing the acquisition of a
conservation, and potential trail easement, over an area not to exceed 3.5
acres on APN 4464-018-004 in La Sierra Canyon using in lieu mitigation funds,
unincorporated Los Angeles County.  Negotiators: Joseph T. Edmiston and
Drew Purvis.  Under consideration: price and terms.  (This matter may be
heard in closed session pursuant to Government Code Section 54956.8.)

Staff Recommendation: That the Governing Board adopt the attached resolution
authorizing the acquisition of a conservation, and potential trail, easement(s) over
an area not to exceed 3.5 acres on APN 4464-018-004 in La Sierra Canyon using
in lieu mitigation funds, unincorporated Los Angeles County.  Negotiators: Joseph
T. Edmiston and Drew Purvis.  Under consideration: price and terms. 

Background:   The subject approximately 10-acre parcel contains some of the most
scenic and moist riparian habitat in the Santa Monica Mountains.  The westernmost
onsite habitat area includes perennial running water in clear pools with one hundred
percent canopy cover and many ferns.  It is located in the heart of the La Sierra
Canyon Significant Ecological Area on the north-facing slope of the range along
Mulholland Highway.  There is a significant block of protected public land to the
immediate north and over 10,000 acres of protected habitat immediately to the
southwest as part of the greater Malibu Creek State Park core habitat area.

The subject 3.5-acre potential conservation easement area includes two substantial
drainage courses one of which is a USGS blueline stream.  The property owner has
agreed to sell a conservation easement over the more significant western drainage
and is still debating about selling an additional conservation easement over all or a
portion of the eastern drainage.  The eastern drainage is bisected by the owners
access road to a fresh building pad for a house that is in the permit process.

The owner is also contemplating the addition of one or two trail easements to the
package.  These future trails would connect to the Castro Peak Motorway. The
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purchase price is limited by the available funding which is based on the amount of riparian
acreage acquired.  That acreage is being further verified and staff’s best approximation of
the available riparian acreage is shown in the attached figure.  The ongoing negotiations
also include the potential for upland area between and around the two riparian corridors.
The ecological value of the two corridors is dependent on substantial upland buffer.  

The owner is under time pressure and thus the need to agendize the item and continue
negotiations up until the Governing Board meeting.  A restricted use appraisal will be
commissioned immediately to support any funding amount approved.    The combination
of a flexible, cooperative seller and one of the premier resource areas of the National
Recreation Area warrant this pathway.  Financial details will be addressed in closed
session.


