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MEMORANDUM

TO: The Governing Board

FROM: Joseph T. Edmiston, FAICP, ASLA (Hon.), Executive Officer

DATE: April 14, 2010

SUBJECT: Agenda Item VIII: Consideration of resolution authorizing entering into a de
minimus cost option or lease agreement with the Conejo Open Space
Conservation Agency for the Rancho Portrero Open Space (former Huck
Property), consistent with MRCA Resolution 93-52.

Staff Recommendation: That the Governing Board adopt the attached resolution
authorizing entering into an option agreement or $1/year lease agreement with the
Conejo Open Space Conservation Agency, for the Rancho Portrero Open Space in
Newbury Park, consistent with MRCA Resolution 93-52.

Background: The Conejo Open Space Conservation Agency has applied for a State
Parks Nature Center grant for improvements to the Rancho Portrero Open Space
which has been owned by MRCA since 1993. The Governing Board adopted
Resolution 93-52 (attached), authorizing transfer of the land not otherwise
purchased from MRCA by the National Park Service, to COSCA.   That resolution
and a number of other subsequent actions by the Governing Board have all
promoted the expectation that COSCA would be the ultimate owner. A State Parks
grant land tenure requirement may well be satisfied by the attached  letter from the
Executive Officer to Mr. Jim Friedl, General Manager of the Conejo Recreation and
Park District and co-general manager of COSCA. The proposed $1 lease or option
agreement  is suggested if needed to assure the granting agency that COSCA has
sufficient land tenure at Rancho Portrero.  The Governing Board at its April meeting
authorized its consent for annexation of the parkland into the jurisdicitional
boundaries of Conejo Recreation and Park District and the City of Thousand Oaks.
Once annexation is approved and completed, it is expected that COSCA will request
transfer of fee title.   

If an option or lease agreement is advised in the meantime,  the Governing Board
may wish to authorize staff to so implement the action as an intermediary step to the
eventual transfer of fee title.
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